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HEAVY VEHICLE TRANSPORT — GERALDTON 

Grievance 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [9.23 am]: I rise to grieve to the Minister for Transport on the subject of 
heavy vehicle transport through Geraldton. A loaded road train travelling north of Perth through Geraldton will 
go through three sets of traffic lights on the Brand Highway on its way into Geraldton—one at Ackland Road, 
and two at the intersection with the southern transport corridor. The Brand Highway then becomes the 
North West Coastal Highway and there are sets of lights at Eastward Road, Eighth Street, Phelps Street and 
Place Road. The Brand Highway section has children’s crossings from Tarcoola Beach to Mount Tarcoola and 
Wandina Primary Schools. Further north, the highway passes by Allendale Primary School, and St Lawrence’s 
Primary School. It will soon pass the Leaning Tree Community School, in a more rural setting further off the 
road at Glenfield. 

The Brand Highway–North West Coastal Highway carries quite a large amount of truck traffic. A lot of freight 
travelling north from Perth to Carnarvon, Exmouth, Karratha, Dampier, Onslow and Barrow Island passes 
through Geraldton. A limited number of triple road trains are allowed to carry livestock from the north straight 
through Geraldton to Muchea with a special permit. The main concern about the highway and the traffic that it 
carries has come from the City of Greater Geraldton. It is concerned in the main about large trucks travelling 
through the city, given there is also a large number of cars and children crossing the highway on their way to 
school. Over my time as the local member, a number of people have complained about this situation, but 
generally they are more concerned about the noise from the trucks where they pass close to housing. However, it 
is also necessary for the trucks to pass through seven sets of lights, which is quite disruptive to their transport. 
I have studied the Main Roads’ statistics of accidents, fatalities and casualties, and also the statistics acquired by 
the city on this subject. I did not find the figures to be consistent. It would be valuable if the two datasets were 
studied and a definitive set of figures was compiled on the number and cause of accidents on this stretch of 
highway. 

It is fair to say that there is a number of competing proposals for the future of the highway to address this issue, 
and they each have their proponents. The first proposal would be to upgrade the highway in its current location, 
which will leave the trucks passing by the schools, mixing with the other traffic and stopping at the lights; 
however, we may be able to rationalise the issue of the traffic lights a bit. This would be an interim measure until 
a full bypass is put in. 

A proposal suggested by the city is an interim measure, aimed at taking trucks going north off the Brand Highway 
at Rudds Gully, then proceeding north east along Rudds Gully Road to Narngulu. At Narngulu, the trucks would 
then go north at Goulds Road, or the Walkaway road, until Horwood Road. They would then proceed west for 
a short distance and take a new road to the north, which would then swing west, along Webberton Road, and rejoin 
the highway. This would bypass quite a large section of the North West Coastal Highway, including the busiest 
section, and it would also bypass all of the Brand Highway that passes through Geraldton’s southern suburbs. 
The issues surrounding this are which intersections would need to be upgraded and which existing roads would 
need to be widened and strengthened. It is fair to say that there is a range of estimates for this project that stretch 
from $8 million to $60 million. 

The final set of proposals revolve around a number of models to build a new bypass, including one bypass that 
would turn off at Rudds Gully and become part of the Oakajee–Narngulu infrastructure corridor before it 
rejoined the North West Coastal Highway at Oakajee. This bypass might need some work on the highway north 
of this point and a bypass put in around Northampton. There are a number of variations. One is turning off 
Brand Highway further to the south and going further north to Northampton, which, as I said, sooner or later 
would be bypassed. Another bypass proposal is from north of the Pell Bridge, east of Dongara, rejoining the 
existing highway north of Northampton. With a possible high proportion of federal funding and a toll on trucks, 
this proposal may not be as far-fetched as it sounds. These sets of proposals appear to be more strongly favoured 
by the Mid West Development Commission and Main Roads. 

This issue has been around for quite a while. Had the proposal for building Oakajee port been successful, the 
Rudds Gully–southern transport corridor–ONIC suggestion would have gone ahead, which in many ways is the 
proposal that I favour. However, this has not happened and a situation has developed in which various proposals 
are on the table and no progress has been made. Concern is being expressed that a far-off proposal may result in 
land being quarantined, which has already occurred with the ONIC, to the detriment of landowners. I ask the 
minister to suggest a way forward on this. How do we decide? Does the minister have any suggestions about 
what would be the best solution? Thank you. 
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MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Transport) [9.28 am]: I begin by thanking the member 
for Geraldton for giving me some advance notice of this issue and raising an issue that I think most 
Western Australians who have travelled through Geraldton would understand. I recall travelling for the first 
time to Geraldton. I was 17 years old and with my parents to visit my father’s first cousin Greg Compton, who 
was a former citizen of the year of Geraldton. When people drive into Geraldton, Tarcoola is the first place 
they reach. There was a caravan park there, and we stayed at the Tarcoola caravan park, which no longer 
exists. That would have been in 1972. Since then, the traffic has probably trebled and we all recognise that the 
only way a person can get from Perth to Carnarvon is by going right through the centre of Geraldton. 
I understand that there are seven sets of traffic lights and lots of schools on either side of the highway and it 
certainly has been a growing issue for many decades. 

The member has raised this problem with me before and I have had an opportunity to go through the options 
in my short time as Minister for Transport. As the member is aware, the ultimate long-term solution is the 
outer bypass that will connect from Brand Highway right through to Oakajee. That is obviously a long-term 
plan and will cost a fair bit of money and will not happen in the short term.  

The member’s comments were a very good summary of the current situation. It is fair to say that if the 
Oakajee port project had gone ahead, if the iron ore price had remained high and if it had been a profitable 
venture, we may have had some progress already on that bypass. That would be the ultimate solution, and the 
member has acknowledged that. 

In the meantime, what are the alternatives? The member for Geraldton outlined the alternatives. We could try 
to get the trucks off the road with temporary bypasses, but, as the member said, they would just go through 
local roads and intersections would have to be upgraded. The other option is to see what we can do with the 
current alignment. The member mentioned some of the options for improving the traffic signalling and 
perhaps improving access for children to cross the road to the primary school. They are some of the areas that 
we need to look at. 

The proposal at the moment for the longer-term solution is estimated to cost about $80 million if the current 
highway is upgraded to a better class road; however, it still would not solve the problem of the trucks going 
through the town. The other option that people have suggested is a temporary, in-between solution that could 
cost up to $80 million as well. Two solutions are being put forward that do not solve the problem. In fact, the 
ultimate solution is to have the full bypass, so we must steer towards that. 

What are we going to do in the meantime? There are 15 000 vehicles a day on that road and a high percentage 
of trucks. I have asked Main Roads Western Australia to come to me with some short-term solutions; that is, 
what we can do right now to improve the intersections and make sure that the interaction between the trucks 
and cars is minimised. I think that is the only thing that can be done in the short term, but also we can see 
whether any elements of the ultimate bypass could be started. The aim of that would be to route trucks away 
from the town, as the trucks are the main issue. Any improvements on the current location of Brand Highway 
and North West Coastal Highway through the centre of the town will be of benefit anyway to the future 
residents. If any improvements are to be made, rather than build another halfway-solution bypass, the current 
favoured position is to work on the current alignment. If the government is going to invest capital prior to 
there being the ultimate bypass, the best way to do that for the long-term benefit of the town would be to 
upgrade the existing road. I know that some people suggest that schools are close by and that the investment 
should be further inland, but the counterargument is that the people already living there are not used to the 
noise, and that is another issue that people forget about. Most of the complaints that Main Roads receives are 
about noise. If the alignment is moved away from the highway where people are used to the noise, although 
they may not like it, and moved inland, there will be more noise and I imagine Main Roads would get more 
complaints. 

Although at the moment all options are still on the table, the preferred option is to work on the current 
alignment for a short-term solution. I am happy to work with the member for Geraldton on that. I welcome 
any suggestions that he and his constituents might have, particularly for certain areas on which we should 
focus initially. The road could even be made wider in certain spots or we could ensure that passing lanes exist 
in certain areas, because if trucks have to stop at traffic lights, it sometimes takes them a long time to take off. 
At those particular intersections an extra lane to the left or a pull-over lane for the trucks might be desirable so 
that traffic can get past. We could look at lots of clever engineering solutions to try to alleviate some of the 
problems at the moment. 

In answer to the member for Geraldton’s question, I have asked Main Roads to provide those suggestions to 
me. The preferred solution is to stay on the current alignment, but for the future, obviously, trucks will deviate 
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around Geraldton and possibly Northampton and Dongara, so there will be a nice flowthrough for the truck 
traffic. I thank the member for raising the grievance with me. 
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